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In the interesting paper recently published by Hwang et al1, who
investigated mortality risks and indicators for the very old patient,
the researchers concluded that investigations performed in the
emergency room should be given further attention. They have
determined that this lack of attention is correlated with increasing
in-hospital mortality in the oldest-old patients. It is often too easy
to forget or simply conclude that a test is going to be of little help or
beneﬁt in a diagnosis. A professional may also request a certain
investigation to simply comply with protocol. It is relatively easy
and simplistic to audit requested investigations. However, the use
and dissemination of the ﬁndings of these investigations are a
more challenging audit, and hence may not occur as they should.
Additionally of interest is the determination of patients deﬁned
as the oldest old are most likely to die of cardiovascular disease.
Epidemiological data relating to the avoidance of co morbidities
is also of interest. The authors also identiﬁed the cultural impact
on patients wishing to do at home in Taiwan. This would have to
be taken into consideration in any comparison with a Western
cohort study.* Conﬂicts of interest: The author declares no conﬂicts of interest.
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1873-9598/Copyright © 2014, Taiwan Society of Geriatric Emergency & Critical Care MeThe authors have highlighted a worrying but relevant issue con-
cerning the lack of investigation datawith regard to patient mortal-
ity. This issue requires further audit and investigation.References
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